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: «3) b }{_C\ “God Would Not Iet 2
3& {;ﬁ\\ His Son Off‘? - -‘1" B
3sripture ;

Iesson: - e -

“ext:- Matthew 26:39. ‘And he Went & little fape
~ Tther, and fell on his fade, prayed, seying,©
. # my Fether, if it be possible, let this cup. pass
. from me: nevertheless not as I will, but as thot
@ - . -l o ; | Lot

. Introduction:- rhe Lord had celebrated the Jewish
. " passover, and had instituted His last supper .zhen
| he had taken the eleven disciples and gone to the |
. —parden of Gethsemane. At ‘one péint He left eight 1
| of the dideiples, cjarging them,  Sit ye here,
. while I go yonder and prays ihen He took the fav-
. ored three, Peter, James and John with him, going
 a 1ittle ferther, and falling down on his face,2and
. praying that prayer in the text, 'O my Father, if .

it be possible, let this oup pod P Con it s ot |
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i : this expression pictures the Savio
 begging to be let off, It appears that he shrank
| . fpom the inevitable. ihe cross lay just beyond
; this moment of time. And he prayed, ~Father if it
| _be possible, let this cup pass from me, =
= S8 1his was the Father's son. God lov=
/  ed him with an infinite love; He was the purest
~_ characCter; more holy than all the virtpous; more
wise thag all the philosophers, more mighty than
all the ggeebp yet God would not let him off. Yet,
‘Hs, the of God closed his prayer with the
ds, “not as I will, but as thou wiltt ™ |
e e s ‘@God had not let him off of the =m
; . merest things, He was born in a manger; he was |
. a mere babe, wrapped ia swaddling clothes,. As he
;: \_} pecame older God did not let him off from a life |
-~ of suffering, and deprivatlon. He had no palatial
' home, no plentiful wardrobe, no position of prom-,
. inemte in society. He was weary, hungry, and thire
' ty. God aid not 1ot him off from betrayal, frem
: false witnesses, loss of popular support a
I the death on the 3ross., He went to the ¢
i gpite of this earnest prayer. Yet he ha
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© this prayer with these willing words, ™
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are several o nts shown here which e
his relatfonship to the human race, __'1 .depi »
1. ihere was the sensitiveness to peril, ithat ls—
humen, ‘he divine cgnnot be sensitive to peril or
danger, The humenity of our Savior realized the
peril of the situatlon; ome of his trusted ones,
betraying him; His clashes with the powers in o-—
pen ergument had revealed the deep-lald enmety and
a determination to take his life, He reallzed 1t,
and knew that without the interventlon of God, He
would be set upon and slain, : : )
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- 2, ihere was the shrinking at the approach of a

{  gapisis. shat sgain is a humen tréit. We have ex-
 perienced it. whe stoutest hedrts have misgivings
4 -, vhen a kuown orisis approaches, rhe Lord showed
 lhic when he sald, “My soul is exceedingly sorrow-
ful, even unto deatht I find consolation in this

i 8 fact, that my Master shrank at the approach of a

] crisis, when I find myself approaching something
. I dread, It amkes me feel something of our mutual

3. there was reliance on & higher power, He sou-
ght the fellowship of a power beyond the limit of
men capacity., He had reached the point where no
humen strength could bring him help, That happei
; in opr lives, It mat happen frequently, or Just a
4 few times, but it happens, but we lkmow that if hel;
% comes, it must cime from e higher power, -
2. shere was the appreciation of companionship p
4in thése vital issues, He had eleven faithful
friends, He took them on this last visit to Geth-
gemane. He wanted then close to him and around him
Judes had gone to beiray him; ma who had been_
faithful s%pporterﬁ hed become silent; all who had
heerd and seen his marvellous méracles had deser-
ted him. He wanted companionship in his ;ufk, ing'.
+hat is 1like humanity. we want the kind loglk, or
‘token in suffering, ¥o:: it cheers the heart.
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5. There was appreciation for the immer circle,
From the eleven he took three and went & little !
farther, as if to say, “Come Peter, James and J
I want you near me, Closer up, I do not object to
_ gyour hearing how I pmay, the object of my prayer,
I have faith in you; I can frust you, You will P
‘some more nearly understanding my situation, and
~be more able to sympathize with me than all the
others;, even though to the 1limit of their ability
they too feel for me,"We have thet inner circle
which we rely, in whom we have confidence.ihis
imer circle is trusted with ¢ur dnnermost secrets,
and more readily leaned upon than'the' rest, uhat is

" a human trait.

/5. There was the lowering of the spirit under pres«-
sure. Out yonder in the garden, praying to be let
off, is the Man who lashed the money changers, and
¢leaned out the temple; who rebuked with scathing
words, the hypocrites; who bade the raging sea to
be calm; who called back the sleeping dead: whose I,
curse withered the fig tree; who amazed his gener-
ation with his mighty works, But that spirit that
characterized these wonders 1s now sinking, He is
now depressed and @+ .That is a human trait.
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III.
The impartiality of God.

. We see this in the fact that the cup was mot re-
~“moved; He had to drink it; He had to dle, in spite
of his fervent prayer, "Father, let me off, if
possible, But God seid, "I camot let you off%
, The divine program places you on the cross. Many
Jof the past faithful ones died in the expectancy
of the faithful performence of their program, The
integrity of my throne hinges on yowr paying the
_ price, "I cannot let you off?

Iv.

the Fruits of His Submission, He submitted, T=sm
. . His wisdom was Vi?diﬁt;zﬁﬁ. lend
%ing was redeemed, and Satan was defea s 2 !;
presult of Jesus ging to the crosa.tggﬂﬁrﬂ f‘?iﬂ.tag

om heaven to see
hingelf watches oo R i >







