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- Introductient- We are living in an eme rgency hour,
rhese whe do not reelize this have not studied
the times carefully. Jesus reproached the men who ,
cleimed- to be the religious leaders of his day be-
~cause they were sble to foretell ocondition of the
weather, but were unsble to read the signs of the

tires.

_ Shall we not this morning note some

— of the things which are wrong with the church and
the world, We will note but briefly the things st
vhich constitute an emergency with the church,

I.

THERE IS A WEAEKENING OF 1HE CONSCIOUSNESS OF SIN
Ol YHE PART OF BOTH YHE CHURCH AND THE WORLD,

£in has ceased to be exceeding sinful, even to
those who call themselves Christiens, Such & thing:
g8 2 deep pungent conviction of sin 1= almost un-
‘Jmown at the present time, ihis is not because men
heve stopped sioming, or beceause &f eny chenge in §
its essential character, There is just as much
__guilt in the sin of our day, as that in any age of
- humen history. The leck of eny deep consclousness
~ of the fact denotes a deadening, & peralysis of
the morel anlti.es,-rhich is an ill omen te our
_ gemeration, It is evident to those who study the
“~ facts, that we have an sbundance of orime of the
lowest and most revolting forms, The alarming thing
i1g tHe seeming lack of positive action egainst 1t,
There will be no repentance, no seeking forglveness
“ no hunger after righteousness, until men find and
— learn real guilt and doom of =in, It is only
vhen we find out how sick we are that we call the

_ Great Physicien,

- IX,
. INDIFFERENGE 70 1HE CILAINS @F CHRIST AND HIS
CAUSE ON THE PART OF CHURJE MEMEERS,



4sk any pastor who has a deep concern sbout the
epiritual;life of his people, attend the mid-week
prayer meeting .ef the churches,-attempt to enlist
eny large .number of church menbe n any real,
form of Christien service, and you ¥will learn what
this meens, You will find meny times the number ¢ ©
‘Christisns gathered at preyer meeting, at the ahl:'_j
ey the ball gamesj and you will find fer more with

frivolour exouses, than with a willingness to une
derteke eny work for the Lord. Snch terms as gelf-
geniel and sacriffice are meaningless to & vast nutr=
ter of church members, >

Yeny join the church because iy seems the proper
thing to doj but they make no connection between

. yeligion and life, Meny church members are of "the
earth, earthy”, and live after the flesh to fulfill
jte desires, .

111,

THERE IS LOWERING OF MORAL STANDARDS:. The church
is conformed to the world, rather than bel
trensformed by the renewing of the mind, Things
eve tolereted which were frowned upon 2 generation
- ego, Iax standards of sex morelity, the loose and
easy way in which mrriege vows are takem, the o
£illy talk of compenionate mArris e, and the floods
of vile literature, all ory that %ha bars have been
let down, Little by little the Sabbath 1ls being
destroyed, snd its holy hours of quiet wWorship ax
destroyed, Some people, who &2re measured by thelr
Jawered stendards of 1iving, measured by the low=e
ered morel sense, are bringing bitter hesdeches
to those who hold that the Ten Commexidments are
not our of date, end to those who still believe
‘471 the morelity of the Sermon on the Mount',

Iv.

THERE IS A DEARTH OF PASSION FOR SOUIS, Christisnit
hes alweys gone forward with mighty gtrides when
those who profecsed it wre motivated by an intens
ce desire to save the lost, But the present time
4 not a time of deep religlous experiences, It
is just not just the proper thing to be much con=-



cerned about other people, We are living in a day
when the things of eternity do not oceoupy very much
of the time of the average church member, We are
not think!.ng about men and womén in terms of eter-
nal desting,-Death, judgment) heaven and hell, are
not positive facts in the minds of many who count
ﬁmelws fectors in religious life, Burning zeal,

. rvent enthuslesn, earnest pravers and stipr

exbortationsg, “‘are congidered a bit o01d faahin‘r’::ﬁ
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THERE IS A DEJAY OF MISSIONARY ZEAL, One of the
‘eppauling facts to those who think serébusly 4s the
~decline of the missionary-spirit. The receipts for
rissions' are falling off at a time when Christien
%'oepla have more money than ever before, The peo-
1€ who comprise our churches are not less liberal,
but they are giving their money for purposes other
than sending the gospel inte all ‘parts of the world,
Elither we must have & renewal of the spirit that
made the church of the early centuries a dauntless
erny of evengelists, or we must be content with a
ing form of missionary work, I lmow that many of
the churches are interested in aani.';at.ion‘; education
and imoroved methods of agriculturely That is fine)
splendid, but we must not forget that the foreign
ren had a souly to save,

Then, too giving in the ordinary church is not
— what it ought to be, "Bring ye all the tithes into
the storehouse, end prove me now herewith, if I
will not open the windows of heaven a&nd pour you
out a blessing that ye will have not room to re-
_ceivel If we would all give our tithe into the
church treasury we wohld not know what to do with :
the money, Some churches are doing it, The Seventh
Tey Adventists, the Nazarenes, the Assembly of God.
These churches pay more than enough to keep the
. Cthurch at home, and support several missionaries
on the fileld.

VI.
4 TREMENDOUS EFFORT OF MODERN RATIONALISM TQ [E=-

TROY FAITH IN SUPERNATURAL, Our religion is a
Eupemt-uzﬁl religion, Our éoﬁ is bigger than all



all of what we call nature, He is above, and wag
before nature, Everything that is, came from His
oregtive power, Our Chrietian faith is a revelstion
grom the God who is greater then 8l1l,

: Janﬁlu#icn':-_ja will win not -by arguments, nor by
the .persuasive words of man's wisdom, but by "der 1
stration of the Spibit and of power, i

Human nature has not changed, The far*s
of €in and death are just the same, Humanity stil.
weeps over opén gravee. Sih continues to bear the
fruits of degredation and shame, The redemptlion that
{2 in Christ Jesus will still deliver from the do-
minion and power, of s and his blood remhins ti
only agency that can take awsy its gullt,

The call just now is & turning to God
in the deepest sympathy, for a time when hearte
shall be broken., The first marks of a revival have _
alveye been repentance emong God's wayward children.
There ¢an be mo revivel without this, Our _paniln,'
muet pey the price of triumph; they must pay it in
prayer, in penitence, in tearg, and in renewed con-
"sacrnt.io Reici ; :
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