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. kings rest amid damp and dreary sepulchres or thel
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Introduction: - Hisipry is largely a record of the
rise and fall of empires. The pages of history his-<
tory are sprinkled with the dust und ashes of thes

empires.

B These kin?doms have haﬁ their heyda
and have suhken into obllvion. Illustrious names t
that once ruled the world are now known no more.
The' iron awa! of kings whose word was law over
teeming millions of subjJects has been broken. Thes

bodles hgve been stolen for booty or mutllated by

bandits.
Some of the kingdoms long since b

» 1ed beneath the debris of tilme were thought 1ln the

day to be eternal. In the onward mgrch of the cen-

turies mighty Rome was made to bite the dust of

humiliating defeat. Her boasted leglons of iron men

met thelr wabdrleo and at last Rome, the "eternal |

city becams a kingdon of the past. :

vl long list of emperors and mighty
warriors might be mentloned whose names dazzled
with commanding brilliance and power in thelr day.
Such names as the Pharoahs, Alexander, Caesar,
Charlemagne, Bismarck and Napoleon are familiar to
every school boy who studiles history. ¥
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The quastion may be properly be
raised, "Why do mighty kingdoms crumble and fall?
The answer 1s well known to the' careful students o
" histroy. The answer is short, consisting of one
word spelled with only three letters, "Sin! Sin.
ate away like a-“cancer of -deadly dlsease untill the
foundations were destroyed and the kingdoms crum=-
bled ahd went down.

e There are many sins that enter into
- the- destruntion of kingdoms and empires, but there.

~are some in particular which are so ravaging in
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‘eeminently as, "Sins That Lose K""'@é’?gi e v
The 1ife ¢f Saul, King of Isrdel, 18 summarized

in the words, "So Saul dded for hds transgressipns

which he had committed against the Lord.Even agains
~ the word of the Lord, whiich he kept not and also
- ~for asking counsel of one that had a familiar

= gg’i ?rggggga‘inéy~slp§.l‘xﬁ.. ugd tnmﬁ the -

~ dom unto David, the son of Jesse! (L Chron. 10:13).
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en we consider Saul, .w:m::re.i)réa:gio& with &

- of emotions and estimates of this unigue,
€ £ d at’ the same time, dlsappolintin, '
~ man. naractersigrecstill with us today, as
- are t " king Saul of Israel. If eber a man was
. made

€, &

typed by king Seul , 2 was
[ an pEyatel endvwaent sedyiren every gas
tancy that might be cherished for a king.
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. He stood head and shoulders above his brethren. |
- He commanded attentlon as he walked among his pec-
plia g If‘ﬁl pﬁnbed Tgit.h nolyunc_ertai_n_ degree of: 1
.. pri e -:b : ’r : ns‘ i0e ear .ch'.ap&e.i's Of‘ h > 1ife 7
- are full of things that are maningful for %%c high-|
§ est and best, and the last clapters are full of th
~and dlsappointing. "Saul [§4ed fopihis transgkession
- which he had committed againsST $A8 Lord. 3aul sin-
 ned against Cod. He became self-willed and chose |
| & course independent of God. He left God out. He

| * thought he could run his own affairs apdudirect

- hib own debtlny with safety.

In this decision Seul played the part of a fool. ]

And so does every man play the part of a fool, who |

- endeavors to live his own life wlthout -God, without
~ publlcally acknowlegelng God and taking his stand

.for God in the church., This is the great gin of

 our matlon today. The men who have been holding

- the relns abd destiny of our nation have.not ack-

nb%itie ed God. The grafters and vice barons have -

. trampled updn his laws. Théy have: winked at a God |

~_of Judgment.and have. ignored the certain ret:rib’ut‘

which he sends upon men.

. :Baul committed & sin against the word oF XX
. Lord -whigh he kept not" He forsook God's law
. degrease of Blbke reading and Bible stuly in

~lca has been accoupanied by an appalling ine:
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'a nation endure? If history of the past teaches us
" anything, 1t teaches Ws that the natlon whose God

it

OF CRIME AND CORRUPTION, God has given a book for

the guldance of
lives. nations and for our 1nd1v;dual ;

The history of mankind reveals that when nations
and individuaks keep the law of God's book, they
fare well, but waen they violate it they meet the |
woes of the judgments which this book pronounces {
against sin. We'need a great turning back to the !
Bible in this country. But instead o% turning back
to the Wword of God, we find that the children of |

our hation are grow up in numbers to the
o%aiwenty milli%ga %ﬁ% Qge receiving no nelizigagt

training wWiiatsoever. =

What may we expect in the future of this natilon
where twenty million of youth grow up to assume -1

the reins and responsibilities of citilzenship with-
out any knowlgisp of God, his law, or his teaching

concerning thé&*way that men should live. Can such

is not the Lord, cannot endure.

when nations riﬁen from iniquity to iniquity, the |
judgments hand of God falls in due time. A nation i
without God becomes vulnerable at so many points,
that the unexpected and even unfgrs::g enemie:itﬁtf
and arrows of deat tht nation
Bt s q§ underneath the_ debris

. be buri ernea
§¥§§1%3?°A%3'3n3% is true of nations, is also true

of individuals.

1nd1v1duél c!n endure who defles the law of i
Ggg. He must evegtually go down to ruin and destrut
£ God's judgment 1s sure sooner!

. cythe o
g%°§at§¥? :oymothim down and level him with the

mighty who have ﬁallen through sin, throughout all
of the ages that rare past and gonee.
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