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I n t r oduc t i on :  -  / .  . chr i s t i an  v ; r i t e r  no t e s  t ha t  a l l  
genu i ne  l i v i ng  ch r i s t i ans  h a ^ ^ h r e e  i mpo r t an t  e l -  ^  
e n e n t s .  F i r s t ,  t he r e  i s  t he  m i nd ;  we  mu s t  ha v e  a  
i ^easonab l e  he  l i e f  i n  & o d .  Th e n  t he r e  i s  t he  w i l l j  

T7e  mu s t  be  obed i en t  d i s c i p l e s  o f  t he  w i l l  o f  CJod  
" dB  r e v e a l ed  t o ,  us  i n  t he  exam . p l e  o f  J e sus  o l i r i s t ,  ^  
\ .e  mu s t  a l so  î e  pos s e s s ed  o f  t he  . -p i r i t  o f  C' -od;  
ou r  who l e  na t u r e  mu s t  be  f i l l ed  \7 i th  t he  v e r y  l i f e  
o f  G-od .  The  Sp i r i t  o f  G-od  t r ans f o r m s  and  f i l l s L\
v ; i th  t he  i nex l i aus t  i l3le  abundanc e  and  i ; iD.kes  bo l d  ^  
end  f e a r l e s s  and  c on f i d e n t ,  i ns t e ad  o f  t j e a k l i ngs ,  ;  

I t  w a s  p r e c i s e l y  t ha t  v /h l ch  t ook  
p l a c e  i n  t he  l i ves  o f  t l ie  e a r l y  - -hr i s t i ans  v j hen  
on  t he  f i r s t  P e n t e c o s t ,  t hey  ue r e  b r ough t ' s o  p o w -
e r f u l l y  und e r  t he  c on t r o l  and  d i r e c t i on  o f  t he  
t p i r l t  o f  G o d .  Th e n  i t  w a s  t ha t  t he  H o l y  Sp i r i t ,  
cs  ou r  te- : t  e xp r e s s e s  i t ,  w r o t e  h i s  o w n " m a r k s ,  t he  
na r k s  o f  Oh r i s t  upon  t h e m .  The y  b e c a m e ,  i n  a  new  
r .easui?e- ,  " ep i s t l e s  o f  . h r i s t %  I ' ead  and  k nown  o f  
m e n  

l .hat  a r c  t he - m a r k s  o f  t he  Ho l y  &!s t s  
t v i r i t  i n  t he  l i f e  o f  t he  . h r i s t i an r  

V . e l l ,  f o r  one : - t h i ng ,  He  i s  l a i own  a s  t he  Sp i r i t  o f  
T R U T K .  I n  John  15 :  2 3  J e sus  s a y s :  " Bu t  v ; hen  t l ie  
Com f o r t e r  i s  c o m e ,  whom .  I  w i l l  s end  un t o  you  f r om ,  
t l ie  F a t h e r ,  e v e n  t he  Sp i r i t  o f  t r u t h ,  w h i c h  px- 'o-
c e ede t h  f r om  t he  F a t h e r ,  he  s h a l l  t e s t i f y  o f  me' i  

'  -  '  '  •  " '  "  t h i s  s t a t e -
i s  c o m e ,  he  

' /nd i X3w  Hu r r a y  i n  h i s  " e x c e l l en t  boo k  c a l l ed  t he  
fp i f ^ l t  o f  Jh r i s t ,  ha s  a  chap t e r  i n  w h i c h  he  ve -

m i nd s  us  o f  t wo  t r ees  i n  t he  G a r d e n  o f  E d e n ,  t he  
t^-ee  o f  L i f e  and  th(5  T r e e  o f  k n o w l e d g e .  O f  t he  
t - ee  o f  " T l ^ n i a n  w a s  t o  e a t ,  bu t  no t  o i  t ne  ' r ree  

i ow l § #^*1 l ow  w h y  L i f e  ^oe fore  r a i ow l edgev  o f  Know i e c l ^  



tcr -  t o  t he  r i omne  whe r e  he  spe a k s  o f  - h r i s t ' s  r e s - i  
EV . r ' i ^c t i on  as  h a v i ng  b e e n  ^^ rough t  b y  t he  H o l y  Sp lZ 'd  
•Sp i r i t .  " J e sus  Jh i - i s t  w a s  de c l a r ed  t o  be  t he  cof i  L ' J  
o f  G-od  w i t h  po w e r ,  accord i n^g  t o  t he  Sp i r i t  o f  h o i -  =  
ITMB ,  by  t he  r esu r i ^ - c t i on  f Pon-  t he  de^ad ' i (Rom :  1 : 1^ }  
F o r  Ch r i s t i ans  ther -e  shou l d  n e v e r  be  s e r i ous  p r o D -
Ic in  ov e r  such  I b l a t an t  ,  e a s i l y  l abe l l ed  s i n^  a s  
l ^ i ng  o r  s t e a l i ng  o r  d r un l c enne s s ,  Kos t  o f  us  a r e  
r i l  k e y ed  up  t o  denounc e  t hese  e v i l  t h i ngs  and  t i r  
s t a y  a w a y  f r o m  tx i er i .  Bu t  t h e .  Sp i r i t  o f  ho l i ne s s  i s  
nevrer  con t en t  t o  k e e p  us  ou t  o f  such  m i s c h i e f .  H e  
s e a r che s  and  p r obe s  and  conv i c t s  i n  t hose  i nne r  
poc k e t s  o f  t he  s ou l  whe r e  h i dd e n  e v i l s  l |-e  ,  Take^ -
p i i de  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  , .hat  i s  p r i ded  I t  i s  a n  i n f e c t -
i on  o f  t l ie  c a r na l  h e a r t .  I f  you  w a n t  t o  d e t e c t  i t  
i n  ' ^-ourse l f ,  c a t ch  you r s e l f  a t  t he  bus i ne s s  o f  c r a -

•  v l ng  p r a i s e  and  f l a t t e r y ,  wh i l e  y ou  becor- ie  dep r e . ^e .  
a r d .  i r r i t a t ed  ov e r  c r i t i c i s m  and  d i s a p p r o v a l ,  T l i a t  
p i i de  ne eds  t o  d i e ,  o r  e l s e  t he  f u l l  f l o r y  o f  v ou r  
Lo r d  w i l l  n e v e r  1  e  s e e n  i n  y o u .  O r  t &e  t ha t  pee^  

. v i sh  t e mp e r ,  o r , t h a t  s t ubbo r n  s e l f - w i l l ,  o r  
t ha t  m e a n  s t i ng i n e s s ,  o r x h a t  s n ^  com . p l acency  
and  l ukewa r m j i ess  o f  Sp i r i t ,  do  you__ t h i nk  t ha t "  t hese  
c . r^  no t  s i n  i n  t he  e y e s  o f  C r O d T ^ ^ i W - ^  •< i ^^L^  

i l ie  t r oub l e  w i t h  t oo  m a n y  C h r i s t i a n s  i s  t ha t  t hey  '  
a r e  mo r e  conc e r ned  abou t  t he i r  doc t r i ne  of i iLto> l inoa :  
t h a n  t hey  a r e  a bou t  be i ng  c l o t hed  w i t h  t he  be au t y  
o f  Ch r i s t ' s  p u r i t y .  Two  c h r i s t i a n  i j u r se i ^^V l l  i n t o '  
c  h e a t e d  a r gunen t  ( jDfe' l£n«  dfec  t r i ne ^ y f  yk i M l R I WLuu  U l -e^  
One  s a i d  t ha t , s i n  cou l d  be  t a k en  ou t  o f  e.  p e r s on ;  
t he  o t he r  one  den i ed  i t .  F i n a l l y  bo t h  l os t  t he i r  
t cm-pers  and  bot l i  o f  t hem .  dem.onst5?a ted  t ha t  wh a t  —  
t hey  ne eded  v/as  no t  a  con t r ov e r s y  bu t  a  c l e a n s i ng .  
H i e y  ne eded  t o  make  a  f u l l  s u r r e nd e r  t o  t he  Sp i r i t  
o f  h o l i n e s s .  By  so  do i ng  t he  s t a mp  and  i m^age  b f  
o f  Ch r i s t - l i k ene s s  wou l d  be  w r i t t e n  upon  t he m ,  s  "  
t hey  as  ep i s t l e s  o f  God  wou l d  b e a r  t he  m e s s age  o i  
c l ea r . s i ng " g r ace  be f o r e  t he  w o H l d ,  

I I I .  .  ^  

I he  Sp i r i t  o f  GrOd  i s  a l so  t he  Sp i r i t  o f  p o w e r .  To  
the  d i s c i p l e s ,  j us t  be f o r e  h i s  a s c e n s i on ,  J e sus  
spoke  t wo  remark8 l ; l e  s en t enc e s  th^at  c a r r i ed  w i t h  
t he m  t l ie  p r om i s e  o f  p o w e r .  Luk e  24 : 49  s a y s ,  " Ta r r y  
ye  i n  t he  c i t y  o f  J e r u s a l e m  un t i l  ye  be  en j dued  
w l t l i  pow e r  f r o m  on  h l gh ' i  i n  A c t s  1 : 8  he  a s su r e s  



B e c a u s e ,  as  I l ur ray  pu t s  I t ,  " t h r ough  l i f e  r ou l d '  
cone  t he  Imov , ' l edge  and  l i k ene s s  o f  G od i  Bu t  n a n ,  
- f a l l i ng  be f o r e  t he  s i n - o f  p r i d e ,  pu t  know l edge  
aL i ead  o f  l i f e ,  and  h i s  t r oub l e s  b e g a n ,  T l i ey  b e g a n ,  
ond  t he y  ha v e  no t  e n d e d .  F o r  t od a y ,  a f t e r  t he  l ong  
s t o r y  o f  p r oud  nan ' s  e f f o r t  t o  v . or k -ou t  h i s  own  
s a l v a t i on ,  ator . i ic  n i an  ha s  t he  k no w l e dg e ,  t he  " i mow  
l i ow " ,  bu t  he  seei^is  t o  ha v e  no  s e c r e t  t o  l i ve  w i t h  
t ha t  po w e r ,  to  l i v e  w i t h  h i n i se l f  o r  t o - l i v e  w i t h  f e  

w i t h  h i s  n e i g h b o r . - l i ^ ^ l a y - - ^ f m i z ^  ' /u3  ^ i i ^ i ^^^^  

One  o f  t he  d i s t i nc t i v e  t h i ngs  a bou t  a  m n  T /ho  i s  
s ens i t i v e l y  y i e l ded  t o  t he  Sp i r i t  o f  T r u t h  i s  t l i a t  
h e  doe s  no t  f c^ke  h i s  o r de r s  f r on  o r  p a t t e r n  h i s  
l i f e  a f t e r  t he  cus to i ns  o f  soc i e t y  i n  v /h i ch  he  ,  A 

.  l i v e s .  H e  i s  o i Den,  t o  t ]ae ,  t ruU i . ^d^* } i ' ' ^^ i ^ / ^ ' f j  

To  B e  t he  case  o f  pe t e r  i n  t he  e a r l y  c h u r c h .  He'*<<*r  
h a d  b e e n  p r eaoh i r i g  t o  J e w s  o n l y .  The r e  car i ie  a  d a y  

_  ho w e v e r ,  w h e n  he  w a s  i nv i t ed  t o  conduc t  mee t i nr^s  
c inng  ti ie  G en t i l e s  i n  J a e s a r e a .  He  wa s  on  t he  " °  
po i n t  o f  s a y i ng  " i To " ,  f e e l i ng  t iaat  t he  go s p e l  
w a s ' no t  f o r  t hen ,  w h e n  t he  Sp i r i t  o f  God  spok e  t o  

j ^ ,  h i n ,  " uha t  G-od  h a t h  c l e ans ed  t ha t  c a l l  no t  t hou  
c omon ' j  ( Ac t s  1 0 : 1 5 ) .  Bhe i - ^upon  P e t e r  f l ung  h i s  
l a c i a l  p r e j ud i c e  t o  t he  w i nds  and  b e g a n  t o  f r a t -
e r n i x e  w i U i  G en t i l e s  i n  t l ie  m i n i s t r y  o f  Ch r i s t ' s  

•/ t^t i i versa l  gospe l i  The  s ame  Sp i r i t  o f  T r u t h " i s  a t  
wo r k  t od a y .  Take  f o r  a n  e x a m p l e ,  t he  case  o f  t he  
p a s t o r  who  w a n t e d  t o  t ake  i n t o  t he  mem.be i - ' sh ip  o f  
h i s  C h u r c h  a  conv e r t ed  J a p a n e s e ,  ITo  one  doub t ed  
t he  young  m^n ' s  c nn v e r s i on  o r  t he  qu a l i t y  o f  h i s  
ch r i s t i an  l i f e .  B e t  w h e n  h i s  a i Dp l i ca t i on  w a s  pre i -
r en t ed  t o  t he  Boa r d  © f eS^ yS i ^ s s ,  t ha t  g r oup  ?/as  iss i  
r e ady  t o  t u r n  h i m .  d o w n .  The  p a s t o r  s e a s i ng  t he  
s i t u a t i on ,  mov ed  t o  l a y  i t  on  t l ie  t ab l e  un t i l  

^  the  n e x t  m e e t i ng .  Then  he  con f e r r ed  w i t h  i s  d e a -
c o n s .  "Vf i iat  g r ounds  ha v e  v/e  f o r  r e j e c t i n g  t h i s  
nan?  T l i ey  cou l d  t l i i nk  o f  n o n e .  C h e n  t he  r a t t e r  
c ame  up  a g a i n ,  a  mon t h  l a t e r ,  he  wa s  r e c e i v e d .  
Pne  d e a c on ,  who  s c a r ed  t he  i n c i d e n t ,  s a i d ,  " l  
us ed  t o  f e e l  d i f f e i ^n t l y  on  t i i i s  r ace  qu e s t i on ,  
b'Ut  t he  Lo r d  show ed  mie  \ vhere  m y  th^j ik l i ig  w a s  
wr -ong' l  : j iu^MuL  d^ f**^  y^tc^  Wu^t^AMf ' r  J  J  

^  t h e ^ i F i t  or ( f od  is  l a i own  as  the  Sp i r i t  
ho l i ness ' ]  ' Ihat  ph r a s e  oc cu r s  i n  P au l ' s  l e t -



ther .1.  Y e  s l i a l l  r e c e i v e  pow e r  a f t e r  t ha t  t he  H o l y  •  
Sp i r i t  i s  come  upon  y o u ,  Tl ie  wo i 'd  " pov . er  '  f as*-  -
c i n r t e s  T ios t  o f  u s ,  m  f a c t  ou r s  i s ,  t o  a n  ex t r a4 : B? :  
o\ ' t " in.ary  d e g r e e ,  a  pow e r - cons c i ous  a g e ,  and  a  p6w -
hur^ry  a g e .  r e t  ou r  c on c e p t i on  o f  po w e r  a nd ' ou r  
use  o f  such  pow e r  a s  we  ha v e  a r e  so  s e l f i s h ,  t ha t  
we  wou l d  t end  t o  w r e c k  ou r  wo r l d  r a t he r  t ha t  t o  
s a v e  i t ,  ^  —  

r^ t  us  go  ba c k  t o  t hose  e a r l y  Oh r i s t i ans  and  s e e  
•wha t  mx i gn i f  i c en t  t h i ngs  h a pp e n e d  t o  t hem ,  w l j en  
'•t i ie  po w e r  o f  t he  l o l y  Sp i r i t  t ook  po s s e s s i on  o f  ^  

•  t he i .  .  ,  

Sper . k in.g  o f  t he  , vaE t  ne eds  t ha t  cha l l enge  us  i n  
con t em . po r a r y  l i f e  one  w r i t e r  obs e r v e s  t h a t ,  ' " Po l - ^  
i t l c ks  ne eds  t o  bo  pu r i f i ed j  ou r  i n j ^us t r i a l  l i f e  

wo r l d  ne eds  t o , be  pa c i f i ed j  ou r  s o c i a l  l i f e  ne eds  
t o  be ' s i r i L l f  i ed ;  ou r  who l e  wo r l d  ne eds  t o  loe  u n -
i f i ed ' .  ' J i a t  i s  t r u e .  Bu t  how  wou l d  i t  do  t o  d e -
c l a r e  a  ho l i d a y  on  a l l  ou r  g r and i os e  s che m e s  l ong  
e nough  t o  s t s , *^  some  t h i ng '  nev i ,  i lew?  You  s a y ,  B e s ,  
Qu i t e  n e w .  I t  i s  m a k i ng  J e sus  C h r i s t ,  a c t u a l l y  and  
c on s i s t e n t l y ,  t he  c e n t r a l  f i gu r e  i n  ou r  l i v e s ,  - .an  
v/e  do  i t ?  B ' es ,  bu t  i t  w i l l  t ake  po w e r ,  be c a w s e  you  
ha v e  no t  s e r i ous l y  t r i ed  i t .  I t  t ake  s u c h  pow e r  
t ha t  on l y  t he  H o l y  Sp i r i t  c an  f u r n i sh  i t .  " t i e  m .us t  

ha v e  t he  po w e r  t o  ma l i e  Ch r i s t  c e n t i ^ l .  H ow  w e  need  
* t i  I t  w i l l  come  w f een  we  I m e e l  hu m b l y  be fo i ' e  God  
i n  p r a v e r .  T l i en  w i l l  God  w r i t e  t he  Tŝ f i rk  o f  pow e r  

^  upon  us  and  send  us  ou t  a s  ep i s t l e s  o f  h i s  ̂ g : ^ce  
i W ^ t o  l : e  r e ad  o f  a l l  m e n ,  ^^ fd^  t ^-^mr f ' u-^  ^  

i^o  -H^a^- f ^^  

o i^M^dh i  •^%bn!Mt^ i  t f i -MM^^^fsAx^  


