
"•fixe Old and the ITew" r ' 

our ip tu i ' e Lesson: - Epheslans 4: 17 - 3 2 . . N ^ ^ 

Text : - Ephesisna 4: 22 5: 2 3 . 

Paul g ives an e x h o r t a t i o n i n h i s e p i s t l e to the 
3phesien§ t o "put o f f t h a t o l d man" a ĵid t o " p u t 
on the hew man'; i p h : 4: 22, 2 4 . 

The o l d l i f e as Paul saw i t was one o f s i n . The . 
new l i f e means to be a f o l l o w e r o f Jesus J h r i s t , 
Hie o l d l i f e I s o f t e n g iven to the t h i n g s of f o l -
l y , which degrade the i n d i v i d u a l and b r i n g "harm 
to o t h e r s . I t i s l i f e , w i t h o u t a purpose. I t Icnows 
u o t l w h i t h e r i t i s g o i n g . I t i s l i l r e a piece o f 
d r i f t w o o d i n a st;^eam t h a t moves Ofll^ w i t h the 
curaent w i t h no p i i rpose fu l g o a l . 

The new l i f e has a sense o f d i r e c t i o n l i k e the 
ocecn going stramer which has a c h a r t and com-
pass f o r i t s d i r e c t i o n . The o l d l i f e has the u n -
derstanding darkened, as i s descr ibed i n Ephesians 
the fout f th chapter , verse 18. "Having the ta^der-
star-ding darkened, being a l i e n a t e d from the ' l i f e 
o f God through the ignorance t j j a t i s i n them, be -
cause o f the b l indness o f t h e i r h e a r t " The o l d -',-
l i f e i s l a c k i n g i n discernment and unders tand ing , 
lien f a i l t o look ahead and see the r e s u l t s o f s i n 
Many would t u r n from t h e i r wicked ways, i f they 
only stopped to cdnsider the end o f t h e i r way. 

I . 

They are separated from God. T l i e ' o l d l i f e i s sep-
arated from God. 'ilie i n s t i n c t i v e c r y o f man i n 
the hour ' :o f g r e a t CKtremity i s f o r God, Some peo-
p le want to make a convenience of God and c a l l 
onl^- on him i n the hour o f great p e r i l . The man 
who 'waits u n t i l the hour o f p e r i l to pray, may 
f i r d h i m s e l f separated from God, and t h a t prayers 
onlv mock h i m . I n the day of p i -6sper i ty we should, 
d̂ ĉw n i ^ h unto God, t h a t i n the t»our of p e r i l we 
may have the com.fort of h i s presence and the u n - I 
derstandlng o f h i s s t r e n g t h . 



I I . 

where 
e e l i n g i ; .'î ae o l d l i f e najr come to a place 
i t i s past f e e l i n g . "-VHo being past fee l i n n -

have givem themselves over imto lascIv iousness " 
t o work a l l uncleenless w i t h greedinedd ' iEph:4 :19 . 
T h i s i s evidenced by the a t r o c i o u s crimes wli ich 
arc committed d a i l y . Hen becom.e so hardened ' tha V 
t h e y can drench t h e i r sould w i t h innocent b lood , 
seemingly w i t h o u t so much as a p i n p t i c k o f con-
sc ience . ?Jickedne£s hardens the h e a r t o f the e v * i 
doer . I t causes men t o spurn death and judnmentV' 
,.hen som.e men boast t h a t they are not a f r a i d to 
d i e , i t may be a sure s i g n t h a t they are not p r e -
pared to d i e . A paralyzed body may be the f o r e -
rin:aier- o f p h y s i c a l dea th . So a naralyed s o u l m a ^ ' 
be the f o rerunner o f t h a t s p i r i t u a l " d e t t h which 
i s e t e r n a l . 

I I I . 

,.01 k i n g at the o l d l i f e , l ien work a t the o l d l i f e . 
They g ive themselves w i t h energy t o the promotion 
of s i n . A few years ago some men robbed the B r i n k . 
The crim.e was c a l l e d the " B r i n k Robbery" The men 
who committed the robbery had worked on the case 
f o r about two y e a r s . Then they comr-iitted the r o b -
b e i y . A f t e r aLmo-st f i v e years the a u t h o r i t i e s 
f i r s l l y caught up w i t h them, and they were a r r e s t -
ed and t r i e d . They had' g iven themselves t o the 
mastery o f the crime and thought they would nexyer 
be caught . O 

Great w e a l t h o f t e n ar rays i t s e l f on the side of 
s i r and e v i l . The kingdom of e v i l i s descr ibed as 
cor s i s t i n g of " p r i n c i p a l i t i e s and powers and 
s p i r - i t u a l wickedness i n h i g h p la ces . Take f o r an 
e:a:r.t)ie O r i ^ i l l o '£. Hod.rc. He s t o l e m i l l i o n s of 
d o l l a r s from the State 6 f I l l i n o i s . The rank and 
f i l e o*f the people thought he was a m . i l l i o n a i r f , 
who had been e l e c ted to the o f f i c e o f A u d i t o r (5f 
the Treasury.- S p i r i t u a l wickedness i n h i g h p l a -
ces . 

" u l t i p l i e d b i l l i o n s are spent ajanually f o r the 
loroiiiotion of a t h e i s t i c cor.ir.iunism, intemperance, 
h a i Q i t i c s , gambling, and p r o f l i g a t e l i v i n g . 



The forces of e v i l are h i g h l y organized and f i n a n _ ; 
cod. 'jJhe servants o f s i n work a t the j o b w i t h a 
vongaiice. i h e y g ive u n l i m i t e d energy and e f f o r t to 
pay V.  master whose pay check i s d e a t h . 

The- Lew L i f e i n J h r i s t . Yes, the new l i f e i s i n 
j l i r i s t . Our s p i r i t u a l b l ess ings i n heavenly places 
are " I n Ghrist'. ' IHph 1:3 . 

An: A r x r i c a n was ad . . i i r ing the nieta l m i r r o r o f a 
s k i l l e d Japanese workr.an. The Japanese s a i d : "The r 
m i r r o r i s not f d r the reflection of your own l i k e -

^ n e s s . Take i t to the window and l e t the sun shine 
on i t * ; This the American d i d , and to h i s s u r p r i s e 
there was reflected on the w a l l the image o f Bud-
dha, the Japanese god . The worlanan had s k i l l f u l l y 
.aamr.:ered the image of h i s god i n t o the m e t a l . The 
P'jrpose o f the new l i f e i s t o r e f l e c t the image of 
God throt igh Jesus J h r i s t . As men see us, they°shou: 
see r e f l e c t e d the image o f Sod and the manner o f 
l i f e which God would hnve men l i v e . 

Jesus s a i d : " I am c o K e t h a t they m.ight have l i f e 
and t h a t they m.ight have i t more abundant ly" 
Johiia 10 :10 . There i s " a p u t t i n g o f f o f the o l d a < 
and a p u t t i n g on o f the new, f iiv the J h r i s t i a n 
i n the process o f h i s g.-owth and development, 
Jesus had i n mind such an experience f o r h i s d i s -

O Gip les , when he cor.ir.ianded them to t a r r v f o r the 
baotism of the Holy S p i r i t . Tliere was "a p u t t i n g 
o f f o f the o l d and a p u t t i n g on o f the new" f o r 
the d iscupleg a t Pentecost, whereby thev cou ld say 

-w- w i t h Paul : " I am c r u c i f i e d w i t h J h r i s t . 

Many C h r i s t i a n s l i v e below t h e i r p r i v i l e g e f o r the 
no-e abundant l i f e of which Jesus speaks. The o l d 

^ man o f s i n , - - ^ l t h - i t s : c a r n a l d i s p o s i t i o n s and be -
sebments may be cleansed from the h e a r t o f the 
J h r i s t i a n through the power o f the Holy S p i r i t , wt 
when v.e apioropriate by f a i t h the c l eans ing m e r i t s 
o f the shed blood o f . h r i s t . I n such a bo ld and c s 
d a r i r g s t r i d e o f f a i t h , we e n t e r l i f e m.ore abun^ 
dantly*: 



J o n c l u s i o n t - Have you, my f r i e n d , "put on the nov; i 
man, which a f t e r God I s created i n r ighteousness 
and t r u e ho l iness ' ! Sph .4 :24 , I s i t t r u e t h a t no 
c o r r u p t communication proceeds out of your mouth, 
b u t on ly t h a t which i s good to the use o f e d i f y i n g , 
t h a t i t may m i n i s t e r grace to the hearers ' i 3ph ' . _ 
2 3 . l a s a l l b i t t e r n e s s , and w m t h and anger, and 
olamour, and e v i l speaking been put awajr f rom 'you" 
Are ye k i n d to one another , t enderhearted , f o r g i v -
ing one another , even as God f o r J h r i s t ' s sake 
has f o r g i v e n you" 3 p h . 4: ol£c 32 . -

naic i t i - o ̂  


